298 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol. xv.

contained mostly Littie Valley people was obliged to cast
Anchor about 100 rods from land; we were able to get re-
freshments but not so the others.

So we lay in this condition till Ascension day but on
neither vessel were the people in condition to observe this
holiday. We saw the inhabitants in Sunday attire but sup-
posed they were Catholics and were observing some of their
feastdays. The mostof us were very Seasick, the strongest
men were obliged to retire and lie down. We had to re-
main where we were until the morning of the 2nd when we
left but with such unfavorable wind that the ships could
merely tack back and forth, so we could hardly make } league
in an hour. Wehad only 5 leagues to go and arrived at Nieu-
wendiep at 4 P. M. Weembarked at once on the ocean ship
which is a fine well-built three-master containing &8 berths
in which we this evening lay, merely in our bed clothes;
on the 3rd we bought straw so we can rest properly, but
we must do our cooking outdoors on the shore like vaga-
bonds; on the 4th was Sunday, but it can here not be dis-
tinguished from week days; people do business as on other
days. The sailors gave most sign of it, many of them were
full drunk.

From the 5th until Whitsuntide, the 11th, every day the
same weather. We went to the town daily to buy food
which was dear as is usual in a Seaport, especially one like
Nieuwendiep which lies where for many leagues not a single
fruit tree gladdens the eye of man; nothing but flat mead-
ows cut up with many canals, where the cattle gnawed the
grass which is hardly 2 inches high; it is very unfertile,
for a cutting cold sea wind blows continually. We could
never really become warm. Nieuwendiep is entirely new;
45 years ago only one house is said to have been where
now 11,000 people live; pavements and houses are of brick
but seldom more than 2 stories high; they are mostly
stores and shops where any article may be bought. Brandy 1
Stuber [1{cts] a glass. Beer the same, butnot good. Cheese
was cheapest, for 4 Stuber [6 cts] a good rich one. Some
was sold for less, which was mixed with cloves, but not all of



